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HOTION PICTURE SERVICE

CHAPTER 1

GENLIRAL
————

1. HMotion picturc entecrtainment hag been reted by all consultants as
the number one spocial scrvices setivityt The motion picture is the one
mediuwn of professional entertainment which may be presented under rough
field conditions with little loss of its maxitum entertainment value, and,
in additjon, its popularity is carried over from the soldiers pre-wer
entortainment preferences g

2. Kost spocial scrvices officers agreed that an average of three
programs weekly should normally be availeble to troops in an active aver-
scag thoater. Less docs not £111 the need, and more tonds to decrease the
vzlue of the program by satiation of individual appetites for film entcr—
teinment and lowering of film quality because of the limited numbor of
olass "4 foaturcs producod..

3. During the Buroveen Cempeign (May 1944 to June 1945):
a,» Ovecr 5,500 prints of entcrtainmont films were distributed.

b. Ovcer 600,000 separste performences were given with a total
attondance of over 145,000,000 troops.

CHAPTER 2

THIRTY-FIVE FILLIYETER SERVICE

4o Thirty-five millimeter projection equipment has been rendered
cbsclete for militery use by current developments in sixteen-millimeter

vrojectors, (See Appendix ifl), It is the majority opinion of experts con-
sulted in this study that thirty~five millimeter service need not be con—
sidered in the future planning for entertainment motion picture service in
the army, overseas.

5. Among the disadvantages of the =, eter service are

a. Bulky equipment which is much more difficult to handle than
sixteen-millimeter equipment.

b. Complicated equipment, requiring well-trained experts for
operation, installation, maintenance and repair,

¢, Fire hazard: Thirty-five millimeter £ilm is highly in-
flammable and to maintain minimum safety standards, special projection
booth construction is necessary.

d. Pilm prints are large, heavy and wasteful of raw stock. For
example, sixteen-millimeter prints require only 20% of the raw stock
utilized in msking thirty-five millimeter prints of the same picture.
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e, Spare parts stocks must be expanded to -include & complete
parallel line of corresponding items in a larger size.

f. Extra facilities and personnel are required to provide ade-
quate repair service, out of proportion to the actuwal volume of pquipment
used.

CHAPTER 3
SIXTEEN~:J1LIMETER SERVICE

SECTION )
PROCUREMINT
PROCUREMENT OF EQUIPMENT

6. Responeibility for procurement of sixteen-millimeter equipment is
placed by current regul:ztions upon the Signal Corps% In the European
Theater, however, locel procurement was occasionally handled by Special
Services, Eurcpean Theater of Operations, United States Army,

7. Estimate of the needs of overseas theaters in the field of enter-
tainment motion picture service, was not available during the general

mobilization pericd., This lack arose from the fact that Army liotion
Picture Service functioned only as & peace~-time agency designed solely for
the operation of permanent garrison theaterss IExisting procurement plens
of the Signal Corps during this period were based upon estimated require-
ments in the fields of training and orientation motion pictures.

8, Priorities for the manufacture of projection equipment and of
spare parts in the United States were not granted, The effect of this
deficiency in early procurement operations, was the worst protlem incident
to the operation of the motion picture service during the Eurcpean
Campaign, and reaulted in a high percentage of existing projectors being
continuously desdlined dus to’laclk of replacement parts.

9. Design and svecifications for effective sixteen—millimeter pro-
Jection equipment for mobile military service was not avallable for imme-
diate issue to manufccturers.

PROCUREMENT CF FILM
10, A1l sixteen-millimeter entertaipment film prints were furnished

freg. to the army during the Huropean Campaign, as a gift of the American

motion plcture industryll Consultants agree that this gift was & valuable
contribution to the nation's war effort and feel that the motion plcture

industry deserves to be highly commended for its generous service to the

armed forces.

11, Subjects were chosen by & review committee of the Overseas Motion
Picture Service from the pictures aubmitted to it by the various pro-
ducers. HMembers of this committee were drawn both from the army and from
the motion piocture industry., 4fter subject selection, an agreed number of
prints was furnished to the War Department by the Yar Activities Committee
of the Motion Picture Industry, acting on behalf of its member producers.
The War Department in turn allotted a certain nuwber of prints to the
various theaters of operation on the basis of troop atrength.

12. The Gift Plan has been withdrewn since cessation of hostilities,
and that such & plan would be highly unlikely to recur ia the unanimously
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expressed opinion of authoritetive representatives

industry cqnsultedg’e"l‘hey feel that tﬁe army siouldoge;h;imlzt:j::ﬁtii:t‘;:ed
upon & percentage of income, in line with standard industry vracu.;e
Lasuming continuation of free performances to troons rental charges'oould
be bzsed upon & percenteze of & hypothetical grossA ir’xcume computed by an

eitimats of the total attendance multiplied by a hypothetical admission
charge.

13, lilitery consultents consider that the morsle v
taloment £ilm is suck thet it should be placed in the c&:i‘glzr;fo}hge::::;
military materiel, and that payment of film rentals from sppropriated funds
is more than justified., loreover, they do not feel that nrocurement of
necessary meteriel should be allowed to depend upon donations of an indi-
vidual or industrys )

14, Qentrsl procurement for the entire Army ir.z the Zone of Interior
and distribution to theaters of operstions entirely through militery

chamnels, has proven to be essential to the smooth functioning of the
motion pleture service. Experience in locel procurement of prints in
sllied countries during the European Campsign, indicated that commercial
entanglements such as texes, export and import duties, trade restrictions,
existing sole exhibition rights contracts, and differing release dates
for American export markets, are highly detrimentzl to an expeditious
film procurement program. In addition, it becomss necessary to meintain
staf{s of procurement personnel throughout the world rathsr than in one
central procursment office,

15. (Certain restrictions were placed upon the amy's use of sixteen—
millimeter prints under the provisions of the Gift Agreement with the
motion picture indust.

a. Increased demands, to meet the changing neseds of the army had
to be cleared, Justified, and discussed at length with the motion picture
-industry. Consultants feel that time and negotiztion involved in clearing
innumerable non-militery chennels to obtain producers concurrence on army
procedures was not justified. They feel that the army nezds freedom of
action in such matiors as increasing availebls numbcr of prints with a

minimum of delay to provide for expansion or dispersion of iroops.

b. Militery personne] only, inclusive of uniformed civiliens,
were permitted to attend shcws? This restriction wes frequently preju-
dicial to the army's public relstions orogram for the promotion of Inmter-
4llied Goodwill. Commenders, in addition, wers often subjected to consid-
ereble embarrassment by heving to refuse admittence to motion picture show
of local officials and orominent persons who had been highly cooperative 1
providing services for Americen troops. Consultants report that the ermy
hae been acoused of selfish or unfriendly sttitudes towerd ellies bec.’.l.lse
they did not understend thet the "no civilians" restriction was esteblisher
by motion picture exhibitors rather than the army.

¢. The loan of prints to allied militery units was not e‘:uf.hori—
zed, although allied troops were permmitted to attend showings at Lm.tex'i
States instzllations. This practice, however, was usuzlly oiliter im~
practical., Many opportunities for building goodwill botween adjacent
sllied armies were lost because of this restriction.
SECTICH 2
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION OF EQUIPMENT

-3 -
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16. Responsibility for distribution of sixteen-millimeter motion
picture projection squipment lies with the Signel Corps? = Shipment of this
oquipment from the Zonas of Interior to theaters of operationsis accoms
plished through Signal Corps channels to Signal Depots in the Communics—
tions Zone, and on through the various echelons of Signel Supply issuing
agencies. WUnite and troop -installations requisitioned projection equip-
ment directly from Signal Depots through Signal Corps channsls. Basis for
requisition is a predetcrmined number of troops to be served by each unit
of projection equipment, established by the Theater Commander upon con-
sidoratlon of the volume of equipment available,

17. Consultants report that motion plcture projection cquipment was
given a low priority in relation to other Signal supplies. Whethsr or not
low prioritics were formelly estrblished, they felt thet Signel personnel,
gencrally, were naturally engrossed with the primary Signal Corps mission,
to the dutriment of the motion picture service. In addition, handling of
projection equipment in Signel Dopots suffcrod because of the diffcrences
in type and size from stendard Signel suppligs. This was particularly
notable in small repl:cemcnt perts shipments%

18. Film and equipment exchanges with thoir own depot facilitics were
set up by Army Plctorial Service, Signal Corps, in Novombcr 1944, to
handle all projection equipment and supplies in an attempt to rectify this
condition. ithile improvement was shown, the problem continued ‘acute
becanse of the basic Signal Corps channals from the Zone of Interior to
theater genoral Signal Depots prior to transfer of shipments to film and
equipment depots. Film end equipment exchangcs proved effective in dis-
tribution to large stetic units but there were not enough of them, nor
were they so located os to effectively serve most clements within the
combat zones., ’

19. Control of projoction equionent by socciel services scctions has
upon occasion been difficult., In scheduling resllocations designed to

produce meximum usage of all projoctors on & theatcr-wide basia, special
services officers have encountcrad reluctance upon the part of verious
units to submit to spcelel services control of an item which they can
claim is a plece of Signol supply issued them directly through Signal
channels upon en approved basis of requisition., Corrective action in such
cases 1s apt to be comnlicated,

DISTRIBUTICN OF FILM

20. The Motion Picture Brench, Special Scrvices, Eurcpean Theater of
Opcretions, United Strtes Army, wes not given adequete pcrsonnel to es-
tablish en effective system of centrally coordinated film distribution,
and operations of that branch were confined to a central film exchange.
Prints, therefore, had to bc distributed through command channels, and dis
tribution at all subordinate echelons was left in the hands of eprucial
services officera of the command concerned. These officers seldom
possossed & knowlodge of the compliceted aspects of film distribution,
end lacking central supcrvision, the command channel distribution method
proved much less efficient than would have been a centrslly located T/0 &
E orgenization such as was esteblished during the post-hostilitics period
with branches covering ell commands within the Europecen Theate

2%. A system of simple rotetion scheduled, if at all, only in the
broodest sense of the word wes normally depended upon from ermy level dowr
to provido cffoctive distribution, This system quickly broke down, and a
situstion soon developed whore divisions and other units, bullt up privatc
stocks of prints, which aftcr showing they would send out on peddling ex—
peditions, trading with other unite for filme which had not yet bcen pro-
vided them. Air forces units flew films from base to base trading here
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and there for new pictures, without reference to any organiged systems of
distribution,

22, Distribution through command channels was also inaffecf.ive,

because it did not take into consideretion the geographic dispersicn of
various elements of ground, air and scrvice forccs, Printa must froquentl,
travel three different circuits, through the various intermediate heed-
quarters within the same goographic area. Time lege inherent to this
travel duplication, necessitated a much larger theatcr stoek of prints of
each pleture in order to obtedn theatcr-wide coverage within a reasonable
length of time, A certain amount of dissetlsfaction is rouscd when troops
are required to wait ovorlong for & new picture which has been generally
relcased, and this is particulerly true when adjacent units have received
the film some time in the past,

23, Contrast is merked between above mothods apnd distribution by a
table of organization and equipment unit, such as was organized efter
cessation of hostilities. This unit, the 684 Provisional Speciel Scrvicc

Hotion Picturc Compeny is set up with & series of Branch and Sub Exchangee
regponsible to the Centrel Exchange at Headquartcrs, European Theater of
Cperations, United Statcs Army, and organizod as & single operating unit
with subordinatc exchangea, only attached, to ermy or base sectijon head-
quarters. Through usc of orthodox f£ilm induatry booking and distrivution
methods, it achicvos much wider and fester cowcrage with fewer prints.

DISTRIBUTION THROUGH SFECIAL SERVICES COMPANIES

24. lotion picture service was provided to unite not issued pro-
Jectors by means of mobile projection teams opereting as & part. of special
sorvices companiss., Thuse companioe drew groups of prints and rotated
them among their projcction teams until sll films had been shown to all
troops within an assigned area,

25: The mobile projcction team proved itseclf to be the ideal instru-
ment for the presentetion of motion pictures to troops in combat zones.
They worked on & well organized schedule and were remarkably effective in
achioving repid and thorough distribution:

26. The success of specisl services samoanies, where available, as &
medium of distribution of both film and equipment by mcans of mobile pro-~

Jection teams has'led consultants to urge scrious consideration of a plan
to use such unite, sct up at division level, as the primary method of
presenting motion picturos to troops in combet zones. sadvanteges of
mobile projection tecame ineluds the fallowing:

a. Expert operetors at all times providing for higher levecls of
maintenance, prescntation and film cere,

b. "iell organized booking schedules whereby each wnit is assurec
of sceing every available picture in the least amount of time.

ci Abiiity of these teams to concentrate upon units most in need
of film enterteinment: such as those just pulled out of the line and havir
boen without entcrtoinment for a period of time, and small isclated units.

di Automatic motion picture service, thus rolieving units from
the neccessity of providing trained oporators, picking-up and returning
film, and scheduling bookings.

e, Full utilization of projection oquipment at all times, rather
then having it lie idle whils units are committed to aoction.

-5 -
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SECTION 3
MAINTENANCE:

27. During the European Campaign maintenance of motien picture pro-
Jection equipment was accomplished as followss

a. First and sccond echclon, including only cleaning, oilin
g
changing of lamps and rcplacement of spring balts, was perrorméd by prt,:-.
Jector operators.,

) b. FKajor adjustment and repair was performod by Film and Equip-
ment Exchange of Signsl Corps ..my Pictorial Service. Hauls

¢. Hotlon picturc platoons of special scrviecs ocompenioes per-
formed all but highest cchelons of major repeir or replacement.

28, Untreined operstors proved incapeble of providing even the sim-

plified first and sccond cchelon maintenance as above preseribod. Thus
progressive detcrioration of projectors in the hands of units throw
heavier then anticipatud acrvieing rcquirements upon the Film and Equip-
ment Exchanges resulting in frequent backloge. Dalsys in scrvicing at
Exchenges further led to the practice of unskilled operators attempting tc
improvise the more comalicatod repair functions, This usually led to ag-
gravation rether than curo of mrladjustments in the equipment.

29, Film and Fquipment Exchanges were furthor handicapped by gross

shortages of replecemont perts, this as a result of the following two
major factors.

-8, Inadoquetc planning and issuence of nocessary priorities in
the Zone of Intorior for the manufacture of spare parts, Ghercin any
planning is ovident in this field, the systam employed was the makeshift
theory of flone wach extral! of availoble parts. This resulted in large
stocks in tho thester of some parts (such as lsmp bases) which are prac-
tically indestructable, while gt the same time a large psrcentage of pro~
Jectors in the theeter were deadlined through lack of certein other parts

which have a high rato of replaccmcntg'

b. Provisions fer handling projector parts were inadequate
throughout Signal Corps supply chamnels. Jven vhen procurement from the
Zone of Interior could be arranged losses and long delays in arrival in

. tho theater were frequent, Smell packages of projector parts frequontly
contained snough of onc particular type to supply all the projectors in
the theatcr. . Such smoll packsges were as a mebtecr of routine added to
huge shipments of miscollancous Signal supplies and were frequently burior
and lost in Signal Dopots boneath huge stacks of bulk Signel oguipment.
Innumcrable small) casos of a single shipment of nrojector parts arrived
in the theater somotimes, cach on a diffcrent ship and at & diffcrent por
and consignod to a different Signal Depot making consclidation extromely
extravagant of time and perscnnel. Records of the .Jrmy Pictorial Scrvice
Film and Equipment Exchange Branch show that therc werc times when large
numbers of projcctors were deadlined aweiting renlacement perts, and yet
there were surpluses of thesc perts in Signal Depots which could not be
found, Several of these shigments of spare parts to the European Theater
have not evon yot been found¥

30. The limited numbor of Film and Fauipment Exchanges restricted
their establishment to army, air force and base scetion level. In the
combat zone particularly, unite in the field were frequently so far re-
moved from the cxchanges gecographically, thet they were unable 4o effue~
tively utilizc the maintenance and ropair sorvice that was available,

-6 -
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CHAPTER 4
STANDARDIZATION OF PROJECTION EQUIPNENT

SBCTION 1

ST/NDARDIZATION "IITH ORTHODOX EQUIPHENT

EQUIPLENT CURRENTLY EMPLOYED

31. During the Furopcen Campaign severs)l difforent makes of sixteon—
millimeter projectors, each of which included several different models,

were used by the ermy. Very little, if any, standardization was accom-
plished within this group, either in porformance or specifications. In~
cluded in this group were the following mekes:

&, Becll & Nowell.,.

b.- RC i

ce J.xnpx;o .

d. Victor .nimetograph, .

¢. DoBrie (procurcd locszlly in Frzncec),
~NALYSIS OF CURRERT EQUIPLENT

32. None of this equivment was designed for military usage. Bocause
of lack of pre-planning, when the army's need for projection squipment
beeams evident, it was noccssary to take whatcy.r equipment was being
currently produced by esteblished manufacturors, This oquipmont was de-
signed to fit tho requirements, primerily, of schools and industrial
plaents. It is porteble in the sense of being movable "within large
buildings," from room to room, Currently used units are difinitely not
practical for militery ficld use. Tho following undosireble feotures
have shown up in present equipment during the Buropean Campaign:

) 4. Design not rugged enough to stand up under prolonged continu-
ous oparation, and.rough field handling.

b. Dbsign not sufficiently simplified to pocrmit guick, sasy
repeir and maintensnce techniques.

c¢. Insdogquate amplificstion and speaker systems..

d. Insufficicnt projection illumination.

33. Procurement =nd stocking of replacement parts has bcen unrcason-
ably encumbered through necessity of meintaining fivo or mers different

lines of corresponding items, plus an extensive list of individual parts
uscd by one machino but not the others.

) 34. Retcs of normal replacemcnt frequency, and, thersby, balanced
safo stock luvels, have been extremely difficult to estimate due to desigr

and structursl differcnees of wech make. In the European Theater, for
oxemple,. many inetances have eriscn whorein projectors were deadlined
because of parts shorteges, while concurrently, parts stocks on hand in-
cluded ample supplice of the corresponding part for other mekes of
machines.

35. Maintenance, perticularly first and sceond cchelon, parformed by
-7 -
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unit operators, has suffered because of the i rad
operators find it too difficult to become faﬁi;csthv?itthm:‘??piz‘t:iglt:ﬁaﬁned
ferent servieing routines, each peculiar to its given uaké of pro'ector-
This necessitites a high volume of tuth-ins to Equipment Exchengeg for '
servicing, and the conssquent overloading of these central repadr freili-
tie; leads to ovcrlong delays in' returning equipment to operet;.on i;z the
field.

36 TFilm quelity detcriorstes. and use life of ﬁ]_m‘is shortoned
pecause of poor bendling technique and inadequrte servicing, this & dircct
result of operrtor unfomilirrity with verying types of equipment.

37. Technleal qualivy of film pressntations, with resultant zudierce

irritation, al:?o suffirs because operators are net familisr with the
verious opereting techniques and porformence limitations of the different
projectors,

SECTION 2
TELEVISION

38. Reports of currcnt developments in the f clevision, indi-
cate that projection to considersble size his been echivved by newest
tolcvision roceivers. It is logicel to essume, in view of current tempo
of advances in the ficld of olectronics, thet within the near future tele-
vision trgnsmission of motion picture entortzinment for army units may be
practicel?

39. 1In this event, a standardized television projector-receiver
could be distributcd to units, rethor then orthodox film nprojectors.
Motion pictures could thon be brosdcast from the Communications Zons,
effecting immense sevings in personnel, equipment, &nd film stock required
under present film distribution methods.

CH.PTER 5
FIN.NCING -OF MOTION PICTURE SERVICE

40, The motion picturc industry hzs since the cessation of hostili-
ties discontinued supply of entcrteimment film to the amy free of charge,
end it is probeble that during any future opcrat%og a rentzl will be
chargod for f£ilms rcnted for oversess exhibitiont’

#1. In general, the opinion of specisl services officers is that
motion pieture service should continue on e basis of free admission to ell
traops, and thet motion pictures heve proven to be such an important
merale service that thoy should be paid for cut of eppropriated funds
Just as are 211 othcr nucessery items in the supply of the armys

. 42, Charging of edmission, is considercd By principal consultants,
to be imprectical and undesirshles

a. In combat zones it is impossible.

b. In advence scotions, the problems of rapidly meving troops,
changing installetions, and ebove all else, the urgent need for film en-
tertainment, render restrictions imposed by an sdmission charge, decidedly
impractical,

. : jeally
¢. In base section aress, although it is somelimes physic .
possible to cperete a box office, it is not considcred desirable, becauso:i
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(1) It is felt that all enterteinment should be available to
all troops, &t all times, wherevcy thoy may be &t the
moment . :

(2) The mess of personnel required to supcrvisc, operate,
account for and aundit a program involving the charging
of admission, would probably not be militarily justii‘:.cc

by the savings effected.

43. Film rentals were paid from Centrel Welfare Funds for the small
percentage of prints procured within the European Theptur, The high cost
of £ilm rentals for the cntire motion picture program, howevir, would mcke
for such & heavy drain of these funds that such & course would be highly
undesirable.

CHAPTER &
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMEND.TIONS

SECTION 1
CONCLUSTONS

The Gencrel Board concludes that:

iy, The cgency responsible for the planning, administration and
operation of the motion picture service should also be responsible for
procurement, distribution and meintenance of the necogsery film and
squipment.,

L5. The motion picture industry "gift plan" of supplying films frec
to the army is not likoly to recur in any future emcrgency and it should
not be depended upon as a part of future plans for the cntertainmont
motion picture scrvice.

46, Pagment by the army of rental charges for entcrtainmont film witl
terms basoud on standard industry precctices is justifled,

h?,.. Motion picturc enteorteinment should continuo to be presentod frce
to all troops in an active oversess theoater of opcrations.

: 48. Paymont of film rentels with othor than appropriated funds is
impractical.

49. Central procurcmont of film in the Zone of Inturior and distribu-
tion to overscas thoaturs through militery chennels is essential in the
efficient operation of the motion picturec scrvice,

50. The army should be euthorized resasonable floxibility in extending
audience limitations to include non-military porsonnel.

51. Presentation of motion picturas by means of mobilo projection
teams is more highly effcctive in combet zones than is distribution of fil
and equipment to units.

52. Special scrvices orgenizations bascd on & cellular T/0 & E with
branches sorvicing 211 commends within & thoetir of operations on a basis
of geographic coverege is esscntlal for the distribution of film and cquij
mont to units opcrating their own projcctors and to mobilo projection
teams,

53. Adeguete pre-plrnned procurcmcnt of spare perts in the Zone of
-9 .
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Interior is a predominent fector in essuring effective maintenanco opers-
tions in a theatir of opecrstions.

54. Operators must be well trained and licenscd before they are
~1lowed to hendle motion picture projection equipment if effective first
and second echelon msintcnance is to be accomplished,

55. Thirty-five millimctcr motion picture ssrvice shonld bo eliminater
from plans for future overscas operations except in present oceupetion
zones,

56. Replocement of prosent, assorted types of cquipment with a stand-
ard United Stetes /rmy sixtcen-millimetcr motion picture projector would
scrve to simplify or elimincte most of the problems incident to providing
an effective motion picture scrvice.

§7. i systenm of tclevised motion picturcs would sct to conscrva
personnel and metericl end incresse officiency of tho motion picture
scrvice,

SECTION 2
RECOMMEND .TIONS
The General Boerd rocommends thats

5¢, Rosponsibility for procurcmcnt, distribution and malntcncnce of
film and cquiprent for the entertainment motion picture secrvice be placed
upon the Dircctor, Specinl Scrvices Division, army Scrvice Forces.

59. DMotion picturc cntcrtoinment continue to be prescnted free to all
troops in an active ovcrscrs thoster of opecrations, end that the scrvice b
financed by eppropriatued funds.

60, Tontotive contrrots be nougotisted with motion picture producers
for the contrel procurcmeat in the Zone of Inturior of prints for all .
ovuraces theatcrs of operations,and that these contrrcets include provision
gronting the zrmy reasonsble floxibility in the astcblishment of audience
limitrtions, :

6l. Consideration be given bo the estrblishmont of a automatic
motion picture scrvice for combet units by means of mobile projection
toams opcrating as = pert of specisl scrvices organizetions at division,
corps and army levol, ‘

62. In thootcrs of opuretiomse special scrvicas orgenization based
on a collular type teble of orgenizetion end cquipment be utilized for
me jor malntenance end distribution on 2 besis of geographic coverege of
film and oquipmont to statie installations and mebile projectlon tcemas.

63. Specizl attention be directed to plenning for adequatc procure-
ment of replacoment projsctor perts, and to esteblishment of specializud
supply channcls within thoe apecial scrvicos orgenization for controlled
shipment of such prrts from the Zons of Intvrior to theaters of oporation:

&4,. Provision be mode for an cxpanded projectionist training program
and that only well-treincd and llconscd operators bo authorized to handle
rmotion picture projcetion oquipment. : o

45. Thirty-five millimetcr motion picture service be ellminated from
plans for future oversces opcrations except in present occupation zone.

- 10 -



BE3TRICIED
66. i stendard Unitcd States Army sixteen-millimeter projector be
developed and adopted for futurc use in the presentation of enterteinmont
films in thesters of opercticns,end thet provision be included in general
mobilization plans to grant neceasery priorities for the expeditious pro-
duction of the army's projector requirements,

67. The Dircctor, Spccial Scrvices Division, srmy Scrvice Forces, con-
duct continuing rescarch into the possibilitics of tclevision projection
and that ho be suthorized to contract with producers of television cquip-
ment for the development of & suitable system of televiscd motion picture
servico for the United Stetes Lrmy.
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STATEMBRT OF PRIFOIPAL CONSULTANTS OF THE SUBJECT OF ELININAD
TEIRTY-FIVE MILLIMBTER SERVIGE IN THE FUTUKE FLAVTING OF DHE ﬁg‘;ﬁ.;
PICTURE SERVICE FOR iHB UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS

Mr, Fayette W, Allport,

Furapean Manager, :

Hotion Plcture Producers & Distributors
of America Incorporated. .

"It can be safely assumed that in the near future, thirty-five
millimeter service will be obsolete fer all practicel militery pur-
posed, There appears to be no reason why a standardized service,
utilising only sixteen millimeter aguipment and prints would not be
practical and desirable. I'o problems or objections within the motion
picture industry would arise from this changeover,”

¥ % % k3

Mr, Joseph Friedman,
Chairmen,

Var dctivities Committes of
The Hation Picture Industry,
London Branch, ’

¥Sixteen millimeter equipment and service will be as good as
thirty~five millimeter in the immediate future, at least for military
purposes, Provided that the Army will take advantage of available
types of sixteen millimeter equipment 1t would be better to eliminate
thirty-five millimeter service.

LR NI BN )

Major B, L. Gibsaon,

Chief, Film and Bquipment Zranch,
Adrmy Pictorial Servics, -
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,
Eq, Com 2, ETOUSA,

"The thirty-five millimeter service in its enfirety is considered
superfluous, Properly designed sixteen millimeter equipment oan render
sérvice equal to thirty-five millimeter squipment in any militery ap-
plication of motion picture service, It is thowvght to be higaly desir—
able that thirty-five millimeter service be discontimued in future
plans for overseas motion picture service in the Army.”

LIE I 3 I

Major Michael J, Cullen,
Chief, Motion Picture Branch,
Special Services Section,
Hyq, Theater Service Forces, -
Buropesn Theater,

' duatry

"yus in fact with the rapid strldes veing maje in the in

from a t;chnica.l gbandpoint, sixtesn millimeter film‘rep-roducﬁog :);l:\:lt
be advanced to a point where its quality will equal if mot excee

of standard sized 7ilms."
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